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Preface

Recreation and open space are important to the residents
of Montrose Township. Recognizing this desire, community
officials prepared a 5-year parks and recreation plan in 2007
aimed at improving and developing recreational resources in
the Montrose area. This Plan was adopted as the Montrose
Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan, 20082012. During the course of the 5 years, many improvements
and initiatives were accomplished; notably, various improvements to Barber Memorial Park.
Montrose Township continues to value its parks and open
spaces and desires to undertake additional improvements in
the coming years. For this reason, community officials have
prepared an update to its previously prepared recreation
plan. Adopted in February of 2014, this updated plan establishes a new vision for recreation improvements over the next
5 years.
In accordance with the State recommended five-year cycle
for recreation planning, this updated plan covers the five-year
period 2014-2018. The content and process follow requirements of the Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(DNR) for a community recreation plan.
This document is intended to serve as a guide in the planning for future park and recreation opportunities, services
and implementation. Population shifts, new development and
changing attitudes towards leisure have added additional
pressures to the community’s existing parks and recreation
system, thus increasing the need for both short and long
range planning. Recommendations such as land acquisition,
and facility expansions and construction, and even the design
of a neighborhood park improvement, will require additional

Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
Parks & R e c r e a t i o n M a s t e r P l a n

5

study or involvement of residents in order to address the
site-specific details. This plan lays the foundation upon which
these activities can build.
Implementation strategies are identified over the next five
years, at which time the plan will again be updated. The
delineation of these improvements will aid Montrose Township in grant solicitation from the DNR and long range capital
improvement budgeting. Additionally, during the next five
years, it is important for the community to reference the plan
and make appropriate priority adjustments as conditions
change and funding opportunities arise.
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Planning
Process

The Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master
Plan 2014-2018 was prepared and adopted by the Township
Board to serve as a guide and decision making document for
future recreation facilities and programs. The Plan presents
an inventory of existing facilities and programs within the
Township and an evaluation of opportunities and needs.
The Plan considers the existing facilities in and around the
Township, the anticipated demand for additional or improved
facilities and the means for providing those facilities over the
upcoming five year period.

Plan Development Process

Montrose Charter Township began the development of this
recreation plan update in the fall of 2013 with the hiring of a
private consulting firm to assist with the planning process.
The general process and timeline is described below.

Background Studies

The necessary data to begin the formulation of the background studies for the plan was collected from various
sources including the existing recreation plan, Montrose
Township, Genesee County, the U.S. Census Bureau and
field observations.
The Community Description also includes a brief introduction
to the Township, the jurisdiction of the plan and the general
purpose of the document.
The Administrative Structure section of the plan describes
how recreation is governed and operated within the Township. This includes information gathered from the Township
outlining staff responsibilities and a fiscal analysis (as it
relates to recreation) of the last three years.
Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
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An inventory of the facilities within Montrose Township was
completed in the fall of 2013. The location of each of the
public and private facilities, as well as school facilities was
described and mapped. The Recreation Inventory portion of
the plan also discusses the various programs, activities, and
events offered throughout the Township.
The Community Description, Recreation Inventory, and
Administrative Structure were presented to the Township in
December of 2013 for review and revisions.

Basis For Action

The Basis For Action portion of the document analyzes
factors inside and outside of the Township that may have an
affect on the direction of recreation over the next five years.
This portion of the plan provides the rationale for the goals,
guidelines and recommended capital improvements. Several
factors were analyzed including current recreation trends (on
both national and state levels), comparison of Township parks
to acreage and facility standards, service area gaps, existing
plans and reports, and results of the public, Township Board
and staff input.

Goals and Objectives / Action Program

The Goals and Objectives and Action Program chapters
present the desired goals and capital improvements for the
next five years. The Action Program also outlines funding
opportunities to assist in the implementation of the proposed
capital improvements. The Goals and Objectives and Action
Program chapters were reviewed and finalized by the Township Board in early 2014.

Public Hearing

The draft plan was made available for public review on January 27, 2014. A public hearing on the draft Recreation Master
Plan was held in front of the Township Board on February
25, 2014. The availability of the draft plan and the upcoming
public hearing was officially noticed and published in the local
newspaper on January 26, 2014.

Adoption

The Recreation Master Plan was adopted by resolution by
the Township Board after the close of the public hearing on
February 25, 2014.

Key public input was gathered through a recreation opinion
survey. This opinion survey was made available to the public
both online and in print. The survey was made available from
the beginning of September through October 18, 2013.The
detailed results of this survey are presented in Appendix A.
Additional public input was secured through stakeholder
interviews conducted in October of 2013. The detailed results
of the stakeholder interviews are presented in Appendix B.
The draft Basis For Action was presented to the Township in
December of 2013 for review and revisions.
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Community
Description

The 2014-2018 Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan was prepared and adopted by the Township Board to serve as a guide and decision making document for future recreation facilities and programs. The Plan
considers the existing facilities in and around the Township,
the anticipated demand for additional or improved facilities
and the means for providing those facilities over the upcoming five year period.
The jurisdiction of this Recreation Master Plan includes only
Township-owned and operated recreation facilities and programs. The Plan is intended to enable the Township to continue to apply for funding assistance from various agencies
to work toward implementing the documented recommendations. This Plan provides for five years of grant eligibility with
the Department of Natural Resources.
Montrose Township is located in the northwest corner of
Genessee County. Montrose Township is a rural community
that is a typical 6-mile square Michigan township. The City of
Montrose is located within Montrose Township. According to
the 2010 census, the population of Montrose Township was
6,224. Montrose Township serves as a bedroom community
for residents who work in major urban centers such as Flint
and surrounding Genesee and Saginaw County communities.
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Administrative
Structure

The following describes how recreational activities and
resources are governed and administrated within Montrose
Township. The function of the Township Board and Township
staff have been summarized on the following pages.
Public Act 156 of 1917 (Local Government, Operate System
of Public Recreation) authorized cities, villages, counties,
townships, and school districts to operate systems of public
recreation and playgrounds.
Section 1:
		 A.
Any City village, county or township may:
				
1.
Operate a system of public recre				
ation and play grounds;
				
2.
Acquire equipment and maintain
				
land, buildings, or other recre				
ational facilities;
				
3.
Employ a superintendent of recre				
ation and assistants; and,
				
4.
Vote to expend funds for the
				
operation of such a system.

Township Board

Montrose Township is organized as a Charter Township in
the State of Michigan. The Township Board is comprised of a
Supervisor, Treasurer, Clerk and four trustees. The Montrose
Township Board is ultimately responsible for the policy and
financial decisions relating to parks and recreation in the
Township. A standing Park Committee is comprised of the
Township Supervisor, Clerk, and Treasurer. They meet as
needed to assist with park facility planning in the Township.
The day to day operation of the Montrose Township Barber
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Memorial Park is handled by a Park Manager, who is also
the DPW superintendent. Seasonal part-time help is hired to
assist with grass mowing and general maintenance.

Outside Relationships/Volunteers

Montrose Township relies on its relationships with other area
recreation providers, such as the City of Montrose, Montrose
Public School District, and Genesee County, to provide
unique recreational opportunities, as well as educational,
arts, civic and recreation programming. The Township also
relies on the efforts of a variety of volunteers and private
community groups to maintain and provide recreational services. One example is sports programming, which is exclusively run by volunteers and private groups.

Charter Township of Montrose
Recreation Organization Chart

Township Board

Montrose Township
Park Committee

Building & Grounds
Supervisor
Seasonal Part-Time
Employees

Budgets

Revenues and expenditures for the Township’s Park Fund
for the years 2011, 2012 and 2013 are presented in the table
on the next page. In 2011, the Township Park brought in over
$27,000 in revenues while expenditures exceeded $400,000.
These expenditures included significant improvements partially funded through a MDNR grant. In 2012, total revenues
exceed $105,000 while expenditures were at $106,000. For
2013, total revenues year-to-date were nearly $35,000 with
total year-to-date expenditures of $37,000. The current Park
Fund balance stands at approximately $43,000.
During 2012 and 2013, the Township also dedicated monies
for the development of a new non-motorized trail between
Barber Park and the City of Montrose. Expenditures included
design, engineering and permitting fees (see table below).

Non‐Motorized Trails Expenditures, 2012‐2013
EXPENDITURES
Non-Motorized Bike Path from Park
to City -- Design, Engineering,
Permits, etc.

2012 Actual
$65,900

2013 YTD
$8,351

Source: Montrose Township
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Park Fund Revenues & Expenditures: 2011‐2013
REVENUES
2011 Actual
Grant Revenue
Jennings Memorial
Donations
Interest Earned
Rental of Building
Farmers Market
Franchise Fees
Miscellaneous Revenue
Transfer In
TOTALS

2012 Actual

2013 YTD

$0
$0
$100
$30
$500
$0
$26,523
$50
$0

$0
$0
$934
$0
$600
$0
$33,301
$0
$70,604

$0
$0
-$596
$225
$925
$3,855
$30,314
$0
$0

$27,203

$105,439

$34,723

EXPENDITURES
2011 Actual
Farmers Market Expenses
Professional Services
Maintenance
Capital Improvement
Equipment
Service Charges
Miscellaneous
Transfer Out
TOTALS
SUMMARY
Total Appropriations
Net of Revenues/Appropriations
Beginning Fund Balance
Fund Balance Adjustments
Ending Fund Balance

2012 Actual

$0
$0
$0
$8,840
$20,219
$0
$0
$373,500

$0
$0
$0
$71,986
$1,600
$0
$7,637
$25,000

2013 Amended Budget
$1,579
$1,299
$0
$8,845
$354
$14
$0
$25,000

$402,559

$106,223

$37,091

$402,559
($375,356)
$415,653
$0
$40,297

$106,223
($784)
$40,298
$6,000
$45,514

$37,091
($2,368)
$45,514
$0
$43,146

Source: Montrose Township
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Recreation &
Resource Inventory

Developing a complete inventory of recreation facilities, programs, and events is an essential component of a recreation
plan. It provides a base of information to use in developing
the action program. Understanding what facilities, programs,
and events are available to the residents of Montrose Township will assist in the future decision-making process.
This portion of the plan includes several components.
Descriptions of the recreation opportunities within the Township include recreation programs, public properties, private
recreation opportunities, as well as other county and regional
recreation areas. A barrier-free compliance status inventory
was conducted for the various Township-owned and operated recreation facilities. This section of the Master Plan also
includes a description of the facilities that were partially or
completely acquired and/or developed using State recreation
grant funding.

Recreation Programs

Montrose Township currently does not offer recreation programming. Various volunteer groups and the school district
offer formal and informal recreational programs for youth and
adults. American Youth Soccer Organization (AYSO) offers a
soccer program for children from 4 - 18. It uses the fields at
Barber Park. Youth softball and baseball are each organized
by separate volunteer community organizations. There is
a canoe and kayak club in the area that uses the township
park as a put-in/take-out point for their activities. An informal
group of walkers meets daily to walk the path in the township
park. The Township also manages the Montrose CampbellLlewellyn Community/Senior Center that is located in the City
of Montrose.
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Recreation Facilities

A recreation inventory was completed in the fall of 2013 of
those parks owned by Montrose Township, those facilities
owned or managed by the public school district, private
recreational areas and significant recreation opportunities
available to residents of Montrose Township but outside of
the Township limits.

Public Facilities -- Barber Memorial Park

Montrose Township presently owns and operates only one
public park, the Montrose Township Barber Memorial Park.
This park is 33.2 acres in size and is located along the Flint
River, east of Seymour Road and south of Vienna Road. Access to the park is provided from Seymour Road. As shown
in the Recreation Inventory Map, the park is centrally located
within Montrose Township, not far outside of the City of
Montrose limits. Given this location, this Community Park is
heavily utilized by both Township and City residents.
The development of Barber Park was aided through two
Department of Natural Resources grants. The first grant was
secured in 2000 and enabled the construction of the park’s
first facilities. A second grant was secured in 2009 which
facilitated the construction of additional facilities. At present,
the following recreational facilities are found at the park:
• Playscape
• Ball field
• Soccer fields (2 large, 2 small)
• Sledding hill
• Floating docks (2)
• Fishing deck
• Boat launch and skid pier
• Pavilions (2)
• Restroom building
• Walking trails/multi-use paths
• Picnic tables/grills
Support facilities at Barber Memorial Park include paved
access drives and paved parking areas, accessible parking
spaces, maintenance buildings, benches, trash receptacles,
interpretive signage, and bike racks.
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Multi-Use Trail (Planned 2014)

Slated to begin construction in the Spring of 2014, a new
multi-use trail will be built by Montrose Township to connect
Barber Memorial Park with the City of Montrose. This approximately one-mile long trail will be partially funded through
grant monies provided by the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT). As shown on the Recreation Inventory
Map, the trail will begin at Barber Memorial Park and extend
north along Seymour Road. One spur of the trail will extend
along Vienna Road and connect to the City of Montrose sidewalk system. Another spur of the trail will extend along Allen
Drive and connect to the Montrose Public School facilities.

Other Local Recreational Facilities

Montrose Township operates the Montrose CampbellLlewellyn Community/Senior Center that is located in the
City of Montrose. The building is owned by Montrose Township. The building is used for senior functions, various community meetings, and private rentals.
Much of the active recreational space in the Montrose area is
provided by the Montrose Community Schools. Their indoor
facilities include gymnasiums and an auditorium. Outdoor
facilities include a football field and track, a baseball field, 4
multi-use ball diamonds, and soccer fields. The school district
provides after school and weekend recreational programs
such as karate and basketball.
There are two small parks located in the City of Montrose, Lions Park and Blueberry Park. They offer picnic pavilions and
playground equipment. The City also operates the restored
Historic Depot. Briar Ridge Golf and Country Club, a privately
owned facility, is located in Montrose Township approximately
2 miles south of the City on Dodge Road near Nichols.
The locations of the above described facilities are shown on
the Recreation Inventory Map.

Township Owned Property

Largely undeveloped, and not utilized for recreation use, the
Township owns an approximately 10 acre property adjacent
to Barber Memorial Park. This property is shown on the
Recreation Inventory Map.
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Barber Memorial Park Photos
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Genesee County Recreational Facilities

Genesee County offers a variety of regional parks facilities
that can be enjoyed by the citizens of Montrose Township
as well as the entire region. The closest county park, Flushing County Park, is located approximately 4 miles south of
Montrose Township. The County Recreation Inventory Map
shows the locations of each county park, while the facilities at
each park are listed below.
Linden County Park
• Ball diamonds
• Beach
• Cross-country ski trails
• Paved multi-use trail
• Intermediate sledding and toboggan hill
• Pavilions
• Picnic areas and playground
• Snowmobile area
• Tennis courts
Flushing County Park
• Ball diamonds
• Cross-country ski trails
• Pavilion
• Picnic areas and playground
• Tennis courts
Bluebell Beach
• Pavilions
• Walking trail
• Beach
Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad
• Historic village and railroad
Stepping Stone Falls
• Man-made waterfall feature
• Picnic areas
Bluegill Boat Launch
• Boat launch
• Snowmobile areas
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Buell Lake County Park
• Ball diamonds
• Pavilions
• Picnic areas and playground.
• Fishing site
• Radio-controlled model airplane field
• Snowmobile area
For-Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum
• Nature preserve
• Arboretum
• Hiking trails
Davison Roadside County Park
• Sledding hill
• Picnic area
• Pavilion
Everett A. Cummings Center
• Equestrian complex
• Waterfowl hunting
• Snowmobile area
Mounds Off-Road Vehicle Area
• ORV area
Richfield County Park
• Ball diamonds
• Bicycle motocross track (BMX)
• Canoe launching site
• Cross-country ski trails
• Pavilion
• Picnic areas and playground
• Snowmobile area
• Tennis courts
Wolverine Campground & Buttercup Beach
• Campgrounds
• Beach
• Outdoor activities
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County Recreation Inventory Map
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Fenton

Major County Recreation Facilities:

1. Linden County Park
2. Flushing County Park
3. Bluebell Beach
4. Crossroads Village & Huckleberry Railroad
5. Stepping Stone Falls
6. Bluegill Boat Launch
7. Buell Lake County Park
8. For-Mar Nature Preserve and Arboretum
9. Davison Roadside County Park
10. Everett A. Cummings Center
11. Mounds Off-Road Vehicle Area
12. Richfield County Park
13. Wolverine Campground & Buttercup Beach
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Natural Resources Inventory

The most significant natural resources in Montrose Township
are the Flint River and the woodlands. The Flint River divides
the Township in half, flowing from south to north across the
Township. The River has many scenic views and is a popular
spot for fishing, canoeing, and kayaking. The only roadway
crossing the river in the entire township is Vienna Road (M57) just east of Montrose. Woodlands are scattered all across
the township. Large concentrations of wooded areas are
located in the southeast portion of the township and in the
area west and southwest of Montrose. Another large wooded
area is in the very northwest corner of the Township.

Barrier-Free Status

An Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) compliance assessment of Barber Park in Montrose Township parks was
conducted during the Fall of 2013. The assessment consisted
of a visual inspection of each facility in regards to access,
circulation in relation to the park facilities. The following rating
system has been established by the DNR:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

None of the facilities/park areas meet guidelines
Some of the facilities/park areas meet guidelines
Most of the facilities/park areas meet guidelines
Entire park meets guidelines
Entire park was developed/renovated using principles of
universal design.

Recreation Grants History

When preparing a Recreation Master Plan, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources requires that information
be provided concerning grants that have been received in the
past for acquisition or development of recreation facilities.
In the past, Montrose Township has received two grants for
recreation facility development from the MDNR. An assessment of each project is provided below:

Community Park Development (CM00-352)

This Clean Michigan Initiative (CMI) grant was awarded to the
Township in 2000 in the total amount of $449,625. This grant
aided in the initial development of Barber Memorial Park and
included barrier-free trails, a fishing dock, pier/canoe launch,
entry drive, parking area, soccer fields, pavilion and a play
structure. These facilities remain today and are in excellent
condition (see photos in this chapter).

Barber Memorial Park Improvements (TF09-025)
This Natural Resources Trust Fund grant was awarded to
the Township in 2009 for a total amount of $348,500. The
grant aided in the development of two floating docks, a
boat launch, restroom building, water and electric service,
playground, path extensions and interpretive signage. These
facilities remain today and are in excellent condition (see
photos in this chapter).

The ADA compliance assessment revealed that the entirety
of Barber Memorial Park meets ADA guidelines (rating #4).
Notably, the park improvements funded through the grant
monies received by the DNR in 2009 were constructed using
the principles of universal design.
Creating a park system that is safe, accessible and usable to
all individuals within the community, including those with disabilities, is essential. Future improvements at Barber Park in
Montrose Township will meet accessibility guidelines as well.
The Township may wish to develop future improvements using the principles of universal design so as make its recreational facilities available for all people of diverse abilities.
Further, there may be additional grant monies for facilities
that are designed to meet the universal design criteria.
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Barber Memorial Park Photos -- Demonstrating the
condition of grant funded facilities
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Basis for
Action

The Basis For Action is intended to continue to analyze
various factors within and outside of Montrose Township that
have an affect on the direction of recreation, and ultimately
the capital improvements schedule over the next five years.
This portion of the plan provides the rationale and framework
for the goals, guidelines and recommended capital improvements based on an analysis and consideration of many
elements including: current recreation trends, comparison of
parks to acreage and facility standards, service area gaps,
existing plans, demographic trends, and results of community and staff input. Because there are many factors that will
ultimately determine needs, caution should be taken to not
analyze each piece of information individually, but integrate
them all to produce the “big picture”.

Recreation Trends

Recreation trends occurring nationally provide insight into
activities that can be expected to draw a large number of participants and activities that have shown the greatest growth in
popularity. The National Sporting Goods Association (NSGA)
conducts national surveys that measure activities by participation and percent change from the previous survey. The
definition of participation includes those persons seven years
and older who have participated in the activity more than
once during the year of the survey. The table on the following page ranks activities by highest participation in 2011 and
compares it to the level of participation over the past decade.
In 2011, the top five activities which people participated in at
least once were:
• Exercise walking (97.1 million)
• Exercising with Equipment (55.5 million)
• Swimming (46.0 million)
Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
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Sports Participation Trends Nationwide: 2001‐2011
Participation in Millions

Sport
Kayaking
Target Shooting (Airgun)
Aerobic Exercising
Running/Jogging
Hiking
Weightlifting
Exercise Walking
Hockey (Ice)
Archery (Target)
Workout at Club
Exercising w/Equipment
Target Shooting
Tennis
Hunting w/Bow & Arrow
Football (Tackle)
Muzzleloading
Bicycle Riding
Soccer
Skiing (Cross Country)
Snowboarding
Mountain Biking (Off Road)
Paintball Games
Camping (Vacation/Overnight)
Basketball
Wrestling
Skiing (Alpine)
Bowling
Fishing (Saltwater)
Hunting w/Firearms
Volleyball
Swimming
Baseball
Backpacking
Softball
Golf
Water Skiing
Boating (Motor/Power)
Fishing (Freshwater)
Skateboarding
Billiards/Pool
Dart Throwing
Inline Roller Skating
Source: National Sporting Goods Association, August 2012
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2011
7.1
5.3
42.0
38.7
39.1
29.1
97.1
3.0
6.3
34.5
55.5
19.6
13.1
5.1
9.0
3.1
39.1
13.9
2.3
5.1
6.0
5.3
42.8
26.1
3.2
6.9
34.9
9.7
16.4
10.1
46.0
12.3
11.6
10.4
20.9
4.3
16.7
28.0
6.6
20.0
9.3
6.1

2001
3.5
2.9
24.3
24.5
26.1
21.2
71.2
2.2
4.7
26.5
43.0
15.9
10.9
4.7
8.6
3.0
39.0
13.9
2.3
5.3
6.3
5.6
45.5
28.1
3.5
7.7
40.3
11.3
19.2
12.0
54.8
14.9
14.5
13.2
26.6
5.5
22.6
39.1
9.6
32.7
16.9
19.2

Percent
Change

Rank by
Change

103%
83%
73%
58%
50%
37%
36%
36%
34%
30%
29%
23%
20%
9%
5%
3%
0%
0%
0%
-4%
-5%
-5%
-6%
-7%
-9%
-10%
-13%
-14%
-15%
-16%
-16%
-17%
-20%
-21%
-21%
-22%
-26%
-28%
-31%
-39%
-45%
-68%

1
2
3
4
5
6
7T
7T
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16T
16T
16T
17
18T
18T
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26T
26T
27
28
29T
29T
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
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•
•

Camping (42.8 million)
Aerobic Exercising (42.0 million)

In terms of change over the past ten years, the top five fastest growing sports were:
• Kayaking (102.8%)
• Target Shooting (82.6%)
• Aerobic Exercising (73.0%)
• Running/Jogging (57.6%)
• Hiking (49.9%)
In terms of change over the past ten years, the top five
declining sports were:
• In-Line Roller Skating (-68.4%)
• Dart Throwing (-44.8%)
• Billiards/Pool (-39.0%)
• Skateboarding (-31.4%)
• Fishing, Freshwater (-28.3%)

National Planning Standards

In the process of determining and prioritizing needs, it is not
only important to understand the national trends in terms of
participation levels and popularity, but it is also important to
compare the provision of local recreation facilities to published standards. This comparison of existing facilities to
standard acreage and facility recommendations is another
tool to help identify needs within Montrose Township.

Acreage Standards

The Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Open Space from the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources defines 5 types of parks:
• Mini-Park
• Neighborhood Park
• School-Park
• Community Park
• Large Urban Park
A mini-park is less than 1 acre in size and is less than 1/4
mile from a residential setting. It is used to address limited,
isolated or unique recreational needs. Neighborhood Parks
are generally 5 to 10 acres in size and they serve as the
recreational and social focus of the neighborhood in more
densely populated urban settings. Their service area is generally 1/4 to 1/2 mile. School-Parks can combine parks with
Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
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school sites to help meet the recreational space needs for the
community. Community Parks serve a broader purpose than
Neighborhood Parks. They have more amenities and usually
serve two or more neighborhoods within 1/2 to 3 miles and
are generally 30 - 50 acres in size. Large Urban Parks are
generally 50 acres or more in size and they serve a broader
purpose than a community parks. They focus on meeting
community based recreational needs, as well as preserving
unique landscapes and open spaces.
Montrose Township has approximately 33.2 acres of park
land for its 6,224 citizens (2010 US Census). General industry standards would suggest that 5 to 10 acres of regional
park land per 1,000 citizens is necessary. Given Montrose
Township’s population, a total of between 31 and 62 acres
would be needed to adequately serve its citizens. This would
imply that Montrose Township has adequate regional park
land for its citizens, but it is somewhat on the low end of the
range.
More recent park guidelines indicate that one must also consider the “Level of Service” desired by the community.
If Montrose Township residents’ recreational needs are met
with the existing amount of park land and facilities, then that
amount may be considered sufficient. However, if their needs
are greater, the Township may need more park land. This is
why the community input portion of a recreation plan is so important. The Township needs to understand the wishes of the
community it serves in order to provide the Level of Service
desired by the residents.

Facility Standards

The National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) has
published typical recreation facility standards that specify
facility service areas, the number of facilities needed to
service the population as well as the land area needed.
Standards for selected facilities located within neighborhood
and community parks are provided on the following page.
These standards can be used in conjunction with the acreage
standards to continue to further identify Montrose Township’s
recreation needs. Data in the facility deficiencies table compares the existing community recreation facilities to the NRPA
published standards.
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Recreation Facility Standards Table
Minimum Space
Requirements

Units per Population

Service Radius

Location Notes

2,400-3,036 sq. ft.
(youth); 5,040-7,280
sq. ft. (high school)

1 per 5,000

1/4 to 1/2 mile

Outdoor courts in neighborhoods and
community parks, plus active recreation areas
in other park settings.

22,000 sq. ft.

1 per 100,000

1/2 hour to 1 hour
travel time

7,200 sq. ft./court; 2
ac./complex

1 per 2,000

1/4 mile to 1/2 mile

4,000 sq. ft.

1 per 5,000

1/4 to 1/2 mile

3 to 3.85 acres
1.2 acres
1.5 to 2 acres

1 per 5,000; 1 lighted
field per 30,000

1/4 to 1/2 mile

1.5 acres

1 per 20,000

Activity/Facility

Basketball Court (Outdoor)
Ice Hockey
Tennis Court
Volleyball Court (Outdoor)
Ballfields
Baseball
Little League
Softball

Climate important consideration including
travel time affecting number of units
Best in batteries of 2-4, located in
neighborhood community park or adjacent to
school site.
Outdoor courts in neighborhoods and
community parks, plus active recreation areas
in other park settings.
Part of neighborhood complex; lighted fields
part of community complex; softball fields may
also be used for youth baseball.

Usually part of baseball, football, soccer
15 to 30 minutes travel
complex in community park or adjacent to high
time
school.
Number of units depends on popularity; youth
Soccer Field
1.7 to 2.1 acres
1 per 10,000
1 to 2 miles
soccer on smaller fields adjacent to schools or
neighborhood parks.
15 to 30 minutes travel
Swimming Pool
1.5 to 2 acres
1 per 20,000
Located in community park or school site.
time
Source: Data from Roger A. Lancaster, Ed., Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines ,
Alexandria, Virginia: National Recreation and Park Association, 1983, pages 60-61.
Football Field

Recreation Facility Deficiencies based on 2010 Population
Facility

Standard/
Population

Total/
Existing
Standard*		

Deficiency/
Surplus		

Basketball Court

1 per 5,000

1

0

-1

Ice Hockey

1 per 100,000

0

0

0

Tennis Court

1 per 2,000

3

0

-3

Volleyball Court

1 per 5,000

1

0

-1

Baseball

1 per 5,000

1

1

0

Football Field

1 per 20,000

0

0

0

Soccer Field

1 per 10,000

1

4

+3

Swimming Pool

1 per 20,000

0

0

0

Source: Montrose Township Inventory Fall 2013
*Based on Montrose Township’s 2010 population of 6,224, rounded to the nearest whole number
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By comparing the Township facilities against published
standards, there are several deficiencies within Montrose
Township. These include a deficiency of one basketball court
(outdoor), one volleyball court (outdoor), and three tennis
courts. Presently, a surplus exists for soccer fields, as four
soccer fields are located within the Township while only one
is recommended based on the Township’s population.

Regional Planning Efforts

This plan recognizes the efforts of many groups that continually strive to provide recreational opportunities for the
residents of the entire region, including the greater Flint area
(Genesee County).

Genesee County Regional Trail Plan (2007)

Of particular interest to this recreation plan are the efforts of
the Genesee Regional Trail Council, Genesee County Parks
and the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning Commission
in developing a regional trail system. Through the effort of
these groups, a Genesee County Regional Trail Plan was
developed and adopted in 2007. This Plan outlines a vision
for an interconnected system of non-motorized trails, bike
lanes and sidewalks throughout Genesee County. Specific
recommendations for Montrose Township were outlined in
the Plan, including the potential development of bike lanes
and trails extending through the Township. Provided on the
following page is the Potential Connections Map for Montrose
Township, taken directly from the Regional Trail Plan.

Genesee County Five Year Parks and Recreation
Plan, 2009-2013
The Genesee County Parks and Recreation Commission has
an adopted recreation plan which serves as a tool to guide
the development and preservation of the Genesee County
Parks system in a manner that is consistent with its mission
of “providing affordable, quality recreational facilities and
programs to all citizens of Genesee County, and to act as a
conservator of publicly-held recreational lands and facilities,
historical structures, and educational facilities”. The plan focuses primarily on the improvement of the numerous county
park facilities; however, it does provide an overall vision and
specific goals for park development within the county.
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Public Input

As part of a recreation planning program, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources requires at least two opportunities for public participation. The first must take place
before or during the preparation of the plan (i.e. community
workshop, survey, questionnaire, citizen luncheon) and the
second may occur as an advertised public meeting at which
the plan is presented for adoption. During the course of the
planning process, Montrose Township sought public input
through three primary methods: a recreation opinion survey,
stakeholder interviews and a public hearing.

Recreation Opinion Survey

Key public input was gathered through a recreation opinion
survey. This opinion survey was made available to the public
both online and in print. The survey was made available from
the beginning of September through October 18, 2013.
In total, 81 interested persons completed the survey. The fully
detailed results of the survey are provided in Appendix A.
Below is a summary of the findings.
Of the survey respondents who specified their residency,
90.4% were residents of Montrose Township. The majority of
these have lived in the Township for more than 10 years. Of
the respondents who specified their age, 37.8% indicated that
they were 65 years and older, 18.9% were 55 to 64 years,
17.6% were 45 to 54 years, 13.5% were 35 to 44 years, 8.1%
were 26 to 34 years and 4.1% were 19 to 26 years old.
When asked about the job being done by Montrose Township
in providing recreation facilities, more than 80% of respondents indicated “excellent” or “pretty good.” However, when
asked about the number of recreational facilities, programs
and activities provided in the Township, 59.3% of respondents felt that “somewhat more programs, activities and
facilities are needed.” Only 16.0% of respondents felt that
“enough programs, activities and facilities are available now.”
In terms of the amount of park land within the Township,
42.5% of respondents felt that “enough park land is available
now” while 41.3% of respondents felt that “somewhat more
park land is needed.”
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Of the survey respondents, 77.5% regularly visit Barber Memorial Park (once or more every month) while 18.8% sometimes visit Barber Memorial Park (once every few months).
When asked about their most recent visit to Barber Memorial
Park, respondents indicated that:
• They “felt safe” (89.9%)
• The park “was clean and maintained” (78.5%)
• The park “equipment was in good condition” (72.2%)
• The park “has adequate parking” (36.7%)
• The park “needs more parking” (35.4%)
• The park “has the amenities or equipment I want”
(34.2%)
Survey respondents were asked about the Township’s plans
to construct a veteran’s memorial in the front portion of
Barber Memorial Park (near Seymour Road) and whether
they felt that a pavilion and bathroom facility should also be
provided in this area. To this question, 56.3% of respondents
indicated that “both a pavilion and bathroom facility should be
provided.”
Survey respondents were asked whether they would support
relocating the historic “Church on the Hill” building to Barber
Memorial Park. To this question, 66.3% of respondents indicated that they “would support the relocation.”
When asked about their participation in certain physical
recreation activities, respondents most participated in the
following:
• Walking or hiking (76.4%)
• Picnicking (70.0%)
• Fishing (67.2%)
When asked about their future interest in certain physical
recreation activities, respondents were most interested in the
following:
• Boating (motor) (34.8%)
• Ice skating (33.3%)
• Disc golf (33.3%)
• Kayaking (32.1%)
• Bicycling (28.6%)
• Tennis (27.9%)
• Volleyball (26.7%)
• Basketball (26.1%)
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When asked their opinion about the facilities that were
needed in Montrose Township, respondents felt that more of
the following facilities were needed:
• Bicycle paths (69.4%)
• Walking/hiking trails (63.6%)
• Indoor swimming pools (59.2%)
• Outdoor swimming pools (59.2%)
• Nature areas (59.2%)
• Nature centers (53.2%)
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Stakeholder Interviews

During October of 2013, a total of 8 stakeholders representing broad community interests were interviewed to gauge
their overall thoughts on recreation within Montrose Township. These included persons involved with the Montrose
Medi-Lodge, Special Olympics/School District, Veteran’s Bell
Memorial Group, Farmers’ Market, AYSO Soccer, and Boy
Scouts. Additionally, the Barber Park Maintenance Manager
and a Township Trustee were interviewed. The detailed
results of the stakeholder interviews are included in Appendix
B.
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Most of those who were interviewed expressed their desire
for Barber Memorial Park to continue as the Township’s
flagship recreational facility through future improvements and
additions. Several ideas for improvement of the park were
suggested (but not necessarily supported by all who were
interviewed), which included:
• More trails
• Splash pad
• Skateboard park
• Dog park
• Kayaking
• Activities for school-age children
• Move the “Church on the Hill” to Barber Park
• Add bathrooms and a pavilion near Seymour Road
• Campsites

Median Age

Public Hearing

Household Size

A Public Hearing was held on February 25, 2014 in front of
the Township Board. One citizen expressed support for the
plan while no opposition to the plan was offered.

Community Demographics

The socioeconomic characteristics of a community play a
role in the demand for certain types of recreation facilities. By
examining socioeconomic characteristics such as population,
age, and household size, municipalities can identify trends
and opportunities that may influence future land use and
recreation decisions and/or policy choices.

Township Population Trends and Forecast

Since 1970, Montrose Township has seen a decline in its total
population. In 1970, the Township had a total population of
6,468, which decreased to 6,164 by 1980. Between 1980 and
2000, the Township’s population increased from 6,164 (1980)
to 6,236 (1990) to 6,336 (2000). Between 2000 and 2010, the
population decreased and now stands at 6,224 as of 2010.
According to the A Changing Landscape/Future Trends report
prepared by the Genesee County Metropolitan Planning
Commission as part of their current 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan, Montrose Township’s population is expected
to increase to 6,773 by the year 2035. This represents a
modest increase over the next 25 years.
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Knowledge of a community’s age distribution plays a crucial
role in the planning of recreation facilities and programs.
Whether an area is comprised of older or younger citizens
can greatly influence such things as the facilities that are
most desired within parks.
As of 2010, the Township has a median age of 40.7 years.
This represents a significant increase from 35.7 years as of
the 2000 census. The proportion of the Township’s population
aged 65 or older also increased significantly between 2000
and 2010, from 9.8% of the total population to 13.7% of the
total population. This shift clearly indicates a need to account
for an aging population in terms of recreational programming
and facilities.

A household, as defined by the US Census, is all persons
who occupy the same housing unit. A housing unit can be
described as a house, apartment, mobile home, a group of
rooms, or a single room used as a separate living quarters. A
trend occurring nationwide and characteristic of today’s population is the declining size of households. There are several
factors that demographers have linked to the declining size.
People are marrying later, postponing having children, and
having fewer children. Nationwide, married couple families
still comprise the largest and economically most powerful
household. However, the number of single parent households
is increasing, thus contributing to the decline in average
household size.
Household size is an important factor when making parks and
recreation facility and program decisions. A high person per
household figure can be an indication that an area is comprised of families with children and thus could justify family or
youth oriented recreation facilities. Conversely, an area with a
low person per household figure may require recreation facilities more favorable to singles, adults, or the elderly.
As of 2010, Montrose Township has an average household
size of 2.79. In line with national trends, this figure declined
from 2.95 as of the 2000 Census. Although declining, the
Township’s average household size is much higher than the
State-wide average of 2.49.
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Goals and
Objectives

Developing goals and objectives is an important part of the
recreation planning process. The overall goal of a parks and
recreation department is, obviously, to provide recreation
opportunities for the community and/or region it serves
and for tourists. More specific goals must be based on the
demographic characteristics of the population served and the
physical and environmental characteristics of the area.
Goals are the broadest level. They are overreaching and
general. Objectives carry out the purpose of the goal. The
Action Program is the last level and the most specific. It
identifies specific projects. The action plan can also include
organizational, staffing, programming, public information, and
operation and maintenance actions.
Montrose Township formulated the following goals and
objectives based upon the input received through the various
community engagement methods and the demographic and
physical characteristics of the Township.

Goal 1
Provide safe broad community-based recreation
opportunities that improve the overall quality of
life for all residents of

Montrose Township.

Parks serve as a natural gathering place for community
residents and they provide free or inexpensive recreation opportunities. To enrich the quality of life in Montrose Township,
it is important for the Township to continue to provide and
improve park facilities. Community input is a solid indicator of
what residents in the community want in terms of recreational
facilities. The Township will continue to plan its improvements
based upon the needs expressed in formal and informal input
sessions.
Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
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Objective – Continue to add amenities to the park
facilities in Montrose Township based upon community input.
Objective – Prepare a master plan establishing a
vision for future improvements at Barber Memorial
Park, and seek to implement the plan over time.
Objective – Where land becomes available and
opportunities arise, acquire additional parkland to
provide expanded recreational opportunities. Be
aware of property acquisition opportunities that
are adjacent to or near existing parks, may provide natural resource protection, access to water/
riverfront, and/or wildlife habitat.
Objective - In conjunction with the school district
and other providers, make available high quality
and diverse recreation, education and arts programs, including the exploration of an outdoor
concert series.

Goal 2
Provide recreational opportunities for people
with disabilities.
Montrose Township wishes to provide recreational opportunities for all residents, including those with disabilities. This will
be especially important as the population in the community
continues to age.
Objective – Make sure that all improvements and
upgrades to park facilities, where feasible, are
ADA accessible.

Goal 3
Continue to improve and upgrade Montrose
Township recreational and support facilities so

Montrose Township wishes to provide quality facilities that
show they are an active community that takes pride in its
community facilities. Additional support facilities may need
to be added to Barber Park to ensure efficient access to
restrooms, parking and amenities. Additionally, the Flint River
is the major natural feature in Montrose Township. Barber
Park’s location on the River provides a great opportunity to
take advantage of the recreational and fitness opportunities
that the river provides.
Objective – Keep park facilities safe and well
maintained.
Objective – Add support facilities so as to improve
the ease of use.
Objective - Continue to capitalize on the recreational opportunities provided by the Flint River.

Goal 4
Improve the health and fitness of Montrose
Township residents.
Because there are limited opportunities for fitness and recreation in the Montrose area, the Township wants to offer facilities that will allow residents to enjoy the benefits of physical
fitness. While the Township currently does not offer any
recreational programs, it may wish to in the future so as to
enhance the quality of life for the Township residents. There
may be other partnering opportunities with the school district,
City of Montrose, or other recreational groups. The ability to
offer programming is dependent upon available funding and
staffing for such a project.
Objective – Evaluate existing facilities and programming in terms of fitness opportunities for the
community.

as to offer the community parks that it can be

Objective – Investigate programming opportunities
that take advantage of existing park facilities.

Park facilities are among the most visible indicators of a community’s identity and pride as well as local tax dollars at work.

Objective - Work with the City of Montrose to develop multi-use paths that will connect to the City
and its existing paths and sidewalks.

proud of.

Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
Parks & R e c r e a t i o n M a s t e r P l a n

32

Action
Program

The Action Program details the direction that the Township
wishes to take over the next five years in order to improve
the quality and diversity of recreation opportunities within
the community. This includes a listing of capital improvements necessary to implement the master plan, as well as
resources available to implement the plan. Factors considered for this recreation planning program were: 1) expected
demand and need for future recreational activities; 2) results
of the stakeholder interviews and opinion survey; 3) goals
and guidelines of the Township Board; 4) needs identified
and observed by staff and the general public; and 5) funding
sources and availability.

Capital Improvements Schedule

The capital improvements schedule for this Recreation Plan
has been established not only to provide a framework for
decision makers but also to enable the Township to apply
for grant funding for proposed projects. The capital improvements schedule is not a fixed element and is neither all
inclusive or exclusive. The schedule reflects the results of
the Township’s brainstorming and data gathering in conjunction with input from citizens and stakeholders. It is very
likely that the schedule and plan will be amended at some
point during its’ life due to unanticipated circumstances such
as private donations, changing recreation trends, funding
alternatives, community opinion and/or available grants. The
capital improvements schedule should be considered in close
conjunction with the goals and guidelines of this plan.
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The following capital improvements table details the anticipated acquisition and development for the years 2014-2018.
The schedule is organized by year and includes project
names, general magnitude of costs as well as possible funding sources.

Year 1: 2014

5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

All of the capital improvements are proposed to be undertaken at the Township’s sole park facility, Barber Memorial
Park. As was shown on the Recreation Inventory Map, this
community park is centrally located in Montrose Township
south of M-57 and east of Seymour Road.

In addition to being listed in the 5-year capital improvements
schedule, the proposed Barber Park improvements are
conceptually depicted on the graphic on the next page. The
conceptual plan represents an ambitious, long-range plan for
the future of Barber Memorial Park. It is anticipated that this
plan will be implemented incrementally over a long period of
time, which may exceed the 5-year jurisdiction of this Parks
& Recreation Master Plan. As can be seen, the conceptual
plan also shows the Township’s consideration of constructing a new Township Hall, Fire Department and Public Safety
Building adjacent to the park. However, this project is in the
initial states of consideration and is not listed in the capital
improvement schedule.

Development Projects
(At Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Construct Veteran’s Bell Memorial
		

TBD

Veteran’s Bell Memorial Group,
GF, PD

Install new fitness stations along existing park
pathways

$7,500 - $12,500

GF, PD

GF = General Fund
MNRTF = Mich Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant
RP = Recreation Passport Grant
MDOT = Mich Dept of Transportation Grants
PD = Private Donations

Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
Parks & R e c r e a t i o n M a s t e r P l a n

34

Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
Parks & R e c r e a t i o n M a s t e r P l a n

35

Year 2: 2015

5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

Property Acquisition

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Acquire property on east side of Flint River, across
from Barber Memorial Park

$75,000 - $125,000

PD, GF, MNRTF

Development Projects
(At Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Recolate the “Church on the Hill” to Barber Memorial Park

TBD

GF, PD

Construct restroom near the proposed Bell Memorial and relocated “Church on the Hill”

$80,000 - $90,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Sidewalks, access drive and parking improvements
to serve the Bell Memorial, relocated “Church on
the Hill”, and restroom

$125,000 - $175,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new pavilion/warming station near the
existing sledding hill

$60,000 - $80,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new 10’ asphalt trail connection to M-57

$75,000 - $90,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Year 3: 2016

5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

GF = General Fund
MNRTF = Mich Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant
RP = Recreation Passport Grant
MDOT = Mich Dept of Transportation Grants
PD = Private Donations

Development Projects
(At Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Construct new pavilion near Flint River

$50,000 - $70,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new play/swing area

$5,000 - $15,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new outdoor amphiteater

$50,000 - $70,000

GF, PD, LWCF, RP

GF = General Fund
MNRTF = Mich Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant
RP = Recreation Passport Grant
MDOT = Mich Dept of Transportation Grants
PD = Private Donations
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Year 5 and Beyond

Year 4: 2017

5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN
5-YEAR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS PLAN

Development Projects
(At Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Construct 10’ asphalt trail extension and pedestrian
bridge over Flint River (to connect to the property
on the east side of the river)

$400,000 - $800,000

GF, MNRTF, MDOT

Construct dog park

$20,000 - $30,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

GF = General Fund
MNRTF = Mich Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant
RP = Recreation Passport Grant
MDOT = Mich Dept of Transportation Grants
PD = Private Donations

Development Projects
(At Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Construct splash pad

$200,000 - $300,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct concession/changing (shower) building

$75,000 - $90,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Development Projects
(At property on east side of Flint River, across
from Barber Memorial Park)

Cost Estimate

Potential Funding Sources

Construct new tennis court and basketball court

$50,000 - $75,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new soccer fields

$350,000 - $450,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct restroom/concession facility

$70,000 - $90,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new pavilions

$90,000 - $110,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct 10’ asphalt/boardwalk trail loop and
connections

$200,000 - $600,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Construct new playscape

$30,000 - $40,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

New entrance, gateway signage, access drive and
parking lots

$250,000 - $350,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

Establish rustic (“walk-in”) campground area

$5,000 - $10,000

GF, PD, MNRTF, LWCF, RP

GF = General Fund
MNRTF = Mich Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant
LWCF = Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant
RP = Recreation Passport Grant
MDOT = Mich Dept of Transportation Grants
PD = Private Donations
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Potential Funding Sources

Potential funding sources from outside entities for recreation, non-motorized, and environmental restoration projects change and evolve on a regular basis. Understanding
available funding programs, their requirements and deadlines
requires continuous monitoring. A few of the more common
funding sources have been detailed here as a reference and
resource. These are in addition to traditional funding methods
such as the general fund, millages, bonds, DDA’s, etc.

Transportation Alternative Funds (MDOT)

MDOT’s Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) activities
are federally funded, community-based projects that expand
travel choices and enhance the transportation experience by
improving the cultural, historic, aesthetic and environmental
aspects of the transportation infrastructure. To be eligible, a
project must fall into one of the eligible activities and relate to
surface transportation. Activities that relate to the implementation of this Parks & Recreation Master Plan include:
1. Provision of facilities for pedestrians and bicycles.
• Includes new or reconstructed sidewalks, walkways, curb
ramps, bike lane striping, wide paved shoulders, bike
parking, bus racks, off-road trails, bike and pedestrian
bridges and underpasses.
• Paved shoulders four or more feet wide
• Curb lane width greater than 12 feet
• Bike lanes
• Pedestrian crosswalks, sidewalks
• Shared use paths 10 feet wide or greater
• Path/trail user amenities
• Grade separations
• Bicycle parking facilities
• Bicycle accommodations on public transportation
• Provision of safety and educational activities for pedestrians and bicyclists.
• Programs designed to encourage walking and bicycling
by providing potential users with education and safety
instruction through classes, pamphlets and signage.
2. Preservation of abandoned railway corridors (including the
conversion and use thereof for pedestrian and bicycle trails).
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3. Acquiring railroad rights-of-way; planning, designing and
constructing multi-use trails; developing rail-with-trail projects;
purchasing unused railroad property for reuse.
A minimum 20% local match is required for proposed projects
and applications are accepted on an ongoing basis.

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund

The Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, offered through
the MDNR, provides funding for both the purchase of land (or
interests in land) for recreation or protection of land because
of its environmental importance or scenic beauty and the
appropriate development of land for public outdoor recreation
use.
Goals of the program are to: 1) protect Michigan’s natural
resources and provide for their access, public use and enjoyment; 2) provide public access to Michigan’s water bodies,
particularly the Great Lakes, and facilitate their recreation
use; 3) meet regional, county and community needs for
outdoor recreation opportunities; 4) improve the opportunities for outdoor recreation in Michigan’s urban areas; and,
5) stimulate Michigan’s economy through recreation-related
tourism and community revitalization.
Any individual, group, organization, or unit of government
may submit a land acquisition proposal. However, only state
and local units of government can submit development proposals. All proposals for grants must include a local match of
at least 25% of the total project cost. There is no minimum or
maximum for acquisition projects. For development projects,
the minimum funding request is $15,000 and the maximum is
$300,000. Applications are due in April and August for acquisition projects and April (only) for development projects.

Land and Water Conservation Fund

The Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) is a federal
appropriation to the National Park Service who distributes
funds to the Michigan Department of Natural Resources for
development of outdoor recreation facilities. In the past, this
program has been used for a variety of recreational development purposes, including trailway systems, playgrounds,
picnic areas, skate parks, ball fields, soccer fields and walking paths. The minimum grant request is $30,000 and the
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maximum grant request is $100,000. The match percentage
must be 50% of the total project cost. Applications are typically due in April of each year.

Recreation Passport

The Recreation Passport grant is a relatively new grant
offered by the MDNR. The objective for the program is to
provide funding to local units for the development of public
recreation facilities. This includes the development of new
facilities and the renovation of old facilities. The program
emphasizes renovations to existing facilities and providing
unmet recreation needs. For 2014, the dollar amount
available is expected to be $7,500 to $45,000 for each grant.
A minimum match of 25% of the total project cost is required.
Applications are due in April of each year.

Bikes Belong

The Bikes Belong Coalition is sponsored by members of
the American Bicycle Industry. Their mission is to put more
people on bikes more often. The program funds projects in
three categories:
• Facility
• Education
• Capacity Building
Requests for funding can be up to $10,000 for projects such
as bike paths, trails, lanes, parking, and transit, and safe
routes to school. Applications are reviewed on a quarterly basis. More information can be found at www.bikesbelong.org.

Detroit Edison Tree Planting

The Detroit Edison Tree Planting program is conducted in
partnership with the MDNR. The program began as DTE
joined the US Department of Energy’s voluntary Climate
Challenge Program to address greenhouse gas emissions.
Cost-share funds are available to municipalities in Detroit
Edison’s service area on a competitive basis for tree planting
projects. A total of up to $4,000 may be granted to eligible
tree planting projects on public and school property with a 5050 local match. Applications are typically due in February.
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Michigan Department of Environmental Quality :
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Grants –
Clean Michigan Initiative and 319 Program

The mission of the Department of Environmental Quality
(DEQ), Nonpoint Source (NPS) Program is to: (1) proactively
reduce and prevent nonpoint sources of pollution in order to
provide for healthy and diverse aquatic ecosystems, protect
public health, and enhance environmentally compatible recreation opportunities, (2) develop public recognition of the value
of Michigan’s lakes, streams, wetlands and groundwater, and
(3) encourage stewardship of these resources.
The CMI and 319 programs are water quality grants offered
by the Environmental Science and Services Division (ESSD)
of the MDEQ utilizing funding from Section 319(h) of the federal Clean Water Act, and from the Clean Michigan Initiative
Nonpoint Source Pollution Control Grants and Clean Water
Fund. Completed proposals for funding are typically due to
the MDEQ in March. The programs cover three categories of
project types:
1. Projects for the development of watershed management plans. Plans developed under this category must
meet DEQ and United States Environmental Protection
Agency (USEPA) criteria on watershed management
planning.
2. Projects implementing elements of approved watershed
management plans which control nonpoint sources of
pollution. Watershed plans must meet USEPA criteria
and be previously approved under the Clean Michigan
Initiative criteria.
3. Projects implementing water quality elements contained
in plans developed under a Watershed-Based Municipal
Storm Water Permit (Voluntary Storm Water Permit).

Access to Recreation

Access to Recreation projects will provide universal access
for people of all abilities to a wide variety of recreation opportunities, such as nature viewing and photography areas,
hiking trails, scenic outlooks, waterfalls and water activities of
all kinds, beaches, fishing and boating, playgrounds, picnic
areas, campgrounds, and much more. There are two primary
grant programs under this project:
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•

Recreation Access Matching Grant
Provides up to 50% matching funds (up to $10,000)
for the purchase of universally accessible recreation
equipment and materials (such as all terrain hiking
wheelchairs, pool lifts, accessible playground surface,
transfer systems, beach access mats, trail surface enhancements, accessible picnic tables, etc.) that enhance
recreation participation by people with disabilities.

•

Accessible by Design Awards
Designed to stimulate the development of creative
universally designed recreation experiences that invite,
welcome and support the inclusion of all people of all
abilities. Winning designs will demonstrate how going above and beyond the minimum requirements of
the ADA can create greater access and usability for all
people of all abilities in the community. Wining designs
will be awarded cash prizes to build the projects. Awards
up to $250,000 and 25% minimum match.

To be eligible, schools must be registered, attend a day long
training session, and develop a Walking Audit in order to be
eligible to apply. SR2S funding is 100 percent federal; no
match is required. 70% of the funding must be used for infrastructure projects, 10% for non-infrastructure projects, and
20% for either. For more information, go to: www.saferoutesmichigan.org

Safe Routes To School Program

The Safe Routes to School (SR2S)Program is a national
movement to make it safe, convenient and fun for children to
bicycle and walk to school. When routes are safe, walking or
biking to and from school is an easy way to get the regular
physical activity children need to succeed. In Michigan, the
program is sponsored by the Michigan Governor’s Council
on Physical Fitness and has gained momentum over the past
few years. Michigan’s SR2S program makes schools eligible
for transportation enhancement funds,
providing for infrastructure improvements and education campaigns. The purpose of the program as defined in the federal
legislation is:
• To enable and encourage children, including those with
disabilities, to walk and bicycle to school;
• To make bicycling and walking to school a safer and
more appealing transportation alternative, thereby
encouraging a healthy and active lifestyle from an early
age; and
• To facilitate the planning, development, and implementation of projects and activities that will improve safety and
reduce traffic, fuel consumption, and air pollution in the
vicinity of schools.
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Appendix C

Appendix
A - Montrose Township Recreation Survey Results
B - Montrose Township Stakeholder Interviews Summary
C - Recreation Plan Certification Checklist
D - Notice of Public Hearing/Draft Plan Availability
E - Public Hearing Minutes
F - Plan Adoption Resolution
G - Post Completion Form (CM00-352)
H - Post Completion Form (TF09-025)
I - DNR Transmittal
J - Genesee Co. Plan. Commission Transmittal
K - GLS Region V Commission Transmittal

Montrose Charter T o w n s h i p
Parks & R e c r e a t i o n M a s t e r P l a n

41

Montrose Township Recreation Survey

1. There are several recreational programs and facilities offered by Montrose Township.
These include the township park (Barber Memorial Park) and the Montrose CampbellLlewellyn Community/Senior Center. Overall, how would you rate the job being done
providing recreational programs and facilities in Montrose Township?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Excellent

41.3%

33

Pretty good

42.5%

34

Fair

11.3%

9

Poor

1.3%

1

Undecided/don’t know

3.8%

3

answered question

80

skipped question

1

1 of 20

2. Thinking about the number of recreational facilities, programs and activities provided in
Montrose Township, do you believe that overall…

Many more programs, activities
and facilities are needed

Response

Response

Percent

Count

19.8%

16

59.3%

48

16.0%

13

0.0%

0

4.9%

4

answered question

81

skipped question

0

Somewhat more programs,
activities and facilities are
needed
Enough programs, activities and
facilities are available now
Too many programs, activities and
facilities are available now
Undecided/don’t know

3. Thinking about the amount of park land in Montrose Township, do you believe that
overall…

Much more park land is needed
Somewhat more park land is
needed
Enough park land is available
now
Too much park land is available
now
Undecided/don’t know

2 of 20

Response

Response

Percent

Count

8.8%

7

41.3%

33

42.5%

34

0.0%

0

7.5%

6

answered question

80

skipped question

1

4. How frequently do you visit Barber Memorial Park?

Regularly (once or more every

Response

Response

Percent

Count

77.5%

62

18.8%

15

Rarely (once every year)

2.5%

2

Never

1.3%

1

answered question

80

skipped question

1

month)
Sometimes (once every few
months)

3 of 20

5. Please indicate whether any of these apply to your most recent visit to Barber Memorial
Park:
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Felt safe

89.9%

71

Felt unsafe

1.3%

1

Needs better lighting

13.9%

11

Needs better security

5.1%

4

Has adequate parking

36.7%

29

Needs more parking

35.4%

28

Needs more shade

15.2%

12

Was clean and maintained

78.5%

62

Was dirty and not maintained

1.3%

1

Equipment was in good condition

72.2%

57

Equipment was outdated

1.3%

1

34.2%

27

6.3%

5

15.2%

12

answered question

79

skipped question

2

Has the amenities or equipment I
want
Does not have the amenities or
equipment I want
Other (please specify)

4 of 20

6. In 2014, a veteran’s memorial is planned to be constructed in the front portion of the park
(at the top of the hill near the entrance). Do you believe that a pavilion and bathroom facility
should also be provided in this area?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes, both a pavilion and
bathroom facility should be

56.3%

45

7.5%

6

18.8%

15

7.5%

6

10.0%

8

answered question

80

skipped question

1

provided
No, neither a pavilion nor a
bathroom facility should be
provided
Only a pavilion should be provided
Only a bathroom facility should be
provided
Undecided/don’t know

5 of 20

7. Built in 1896, the “Church on the Hill” in the Montrose Township Cemetery is the oldest
historical building in Montrose Township. At its current location, this historic building
cannot be fully utilized due to a lack of parking and restroom facilities. Would you support
the relocation of this historic structure to Barber Memorial Park where it could benefit from
restoration work and be developed into a viable and functioning focal point for education,
tours, weddings, vow renewals, etc.?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

Yes, I would support the
relocation and future
development of the “Church on

66.3%

53

21.3%

17

12.5%

10

answered question

80

skipped question

1

the Hill”
No, I would not support the
relocation and future development
of the “Church on the Hill”
Undecided/don’t know

6 of 20

8. The following is a list of several specific types of physical recreational activities. Please
mark the answer that most accurately describes you and/or your family’s participation in
the following activities:

Currently
Participate

Future
Interest in

Not Interested

Participating

Undecided/don't

Rating

know

Count

Walking or hiking

76.4% (55)

15.3% (11)

5.6% (4)

2.8% (2)

72

Running/jogging

38.3% (18)

17.0% (8)

38.3% (18)

6.4% (3)

47

Bicycling

46.4% (26)

28.6% (16)

21.4% (12)

3.6% (2)

56

Cross country skiing

12.8% (6)

23.4% (11)

46.8% (22)

17.0% (8)

47

Ice hockey

8.9% (4)

8.9% (4)

64.4% (29)

17.8% (8)

45

Field hockey

4.7% (2)

4.7% (2)

76.7% (33)

14.0% (6)

43

In-line hockey

4.7% (2)

7.0% (3)

76.7% (33)

11.6% (5)

43

31.9% (15)

12.8% (6)

46.8% (22)

8.5% (4)

47

Disc golf

8.3% (4)

33.3% (16)

45.8% (22)

12.5% (6)

48

Skateboarding

8.9% (4)

13.3% (6)

66.7% (30)

11.1% (5)

45

Ice skating

14.6% (7)

33.3% (16)

43.8% (21)

8.3% (4)

48

Rollerblading

17.0% (8)

14.9% (7)

59.6% (28)

8.5% (4)

47

Soccer

27.3% (12)

4.5% (2)

52.3% (23)

15.9% (7)

44

Tennis

18.6% (8)

27.9% (12)

39.5% (17)

14.0% (6)

43

Baseball/softball

33.3% (15)

24.4% (11)

31.1% (14)

11.1% (5)

45

Basketball

28.3% (13)

26.1% (12)

34.8% (16)

10.9% (5)

46

Football

28.9% (13)

13.3% (6)

42.2% (19)

15.6% (7)

45

Volleyball

17.8% (8)

26.7% (12)

42.2% (19)

13.3% (6)

45

Picnicking

70.0% (42)

23.3% (14)

5.0% (3)

1.7% (1)

60

Fishing

67.2% (39)

20.7% (12)

10.3% (6)

1.7% (1)

58

Boating (motor)

32.6% (15)

34.8% (16)

26.1% (12)

6.5% (3)

46

Golf
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Kayaking/canoeing

46.4% (26)

32.1% (18)

17.9% (10)

3.6% (2)

56

Equestrian

9.8% (4)

14.6% (6)

58.5% (24)

17.1% (7)

41

Swimming

36.2% (17)

21.3% (10)

29.8% (14)

12.8% (6)

47

answered question

74

skipped question

7

9. Are there any other physical recreational activities that were not listed that you or other
members of your family would be interested in now or in the future?
Response
Count
15

8 of 20

answered question

15

skipped question

66

10. The following is a list of specific types of recreational facilities. For each facility listed,
please mark the answer that best represents your opinion related to the need for such
facilities within Montrose Township:
Enough Are

More Facilities

Available/Not

Needed

Needed

Undecided/don't

Rating

know

Count

Walking/hiking trails

63.6% (42)

31.8% (21)

4.5% (3)

66

Bicycle paths

69.4% (43)

12.9% (8)

17.7% (11)

62

Mountain biking trails

41.7% (20)

14.6% (7)

43.8% (21)

48

Equestrian trails

25.5% (12)

23.4% (11)

51.1% (24)

47

Ice hockey/ice skating facilities

30.0% (15)

24.0% (12)

46.0% (23)

50

In-line hockey facilities

11.1% (5)

26.7% (12)

62.2% (28)

45

Golf courses

16.3% (8)

46.9% (23)

36.7% (18)

49

Disc golf courses

42.9% (21)

22.4% (11)

34.7% (17)

49

Skateboard parks/areas

38.0% (19)

28.0% (14)

34.0% (17)

50

Soccer fields

4.0% (2)

66.0% (33)

30.0% (15)

50

Tennis courts

19.1% (9)

40.4% (19)

40.4% (19)

47

Baseball/softball fields

16.7% (8)

56.3% (27)

27.1% (13)

48

47.1% (24)

23.5% (12)

29.4% (15)

51

17.0% (8)

48.9% (23)

34.0% (16)

47

Outdoor volleyball courts

44.0% (22)

24.0% (12)

32.0% (16)

50

Gymnasiums

23.4% (11)

51.1% (24)

25.5% (12)

47

Indoor swimming pools

59.2% (29)

26.5% (13)

14.3% (7)

49

Outdoor swimming pools

59.2% (29)

24.5% (12)

16.3% (8)

49

Community centers

46.0% (23)

32.0% (16)

22.0% (11)

50

Senior centers

15.7% (8)

58.8% (30)

25.5% (13)

51

Park pavilions

43.4% (23)

41.5% (22)

15.1% (8)

53

Outdoor basketball courts
Football fields
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Nature centers

53.2% (25)

21.3% (10)

25.5% (12)

47

Nature areas

59.2% (29)

18.4% (9)

22.4% (11)

49

Sledding/toboggan runs

48.9% (23)

31.9% (15)

19.1% (9)

47

Amphitheaters

45.7% (21)

15.2% (7)

39.1% (18)

46

Spray parks

35.4% (17)

20.8% (10)

43.8% (21)

48

Dog runs/dog parks

48.1% (25)

28.8% (15)

23.1% (12)

52

Concession area

44.9% (22)

30.6% (15)

24.5% (12)

49

answered question

70

skipped question

11

11. Are there any other recreational facilities that were not listed that you believe are
needed within Montrose Township?
Response
Count
9

10 of 20

answered question

9

skipped question

72

12. The following is a list of specific types of recreational programs. Please mark the
answer that most accurately describes you and/or your family’s participation in the
following programs:

Currently
Participate

Future
Interest in

Not Interested

Participating

Undecided/don't

Rating

know

Count

Computer & technology classes

12.7% (7)

41.8% (23)

29.1% (16)

16.4% (9)

55

Personal safety classes

10.5% (6)

47.4% (27)

22.8% (13)

19.3% (11)

57

8.9% (5)

53.6% (30)

23.2% (13)

14.3% (8)

56

Outdoor education/activities

10.5% (6)

63.2% (36)

12.3% (7)

14.0% (8)

57

Fitness classes (aerobics, dance)

24.1% (14)

46.6% (27)

22.4% (13)

6.9% (4)

58

8.8% (5)

43.9% (25)

24.6% (14)

22.8% (13)

57

Plays & other stage productions

13.2% (7)

39.6% (21)

28.3% (15)

18.9% (10)

53

Concerts

22.0% (13)

55.9% (33)

11.9% (7)

10.2% (6)

59

Festivals & special events

30.6% (19)

50.0% (31)

9.7% (6)

9.7% (6)

62

8.9% (5)

37.5% (21)

30.4% (17)

23.2% (13)

56

Arts & craft classes/activities

Outdoor youth camps

Senior activities (trips, meals, etc.)

answered question

68

skipped question

13

13. Are there any other recreational programs that were not listed that you or other
members of your family would be interested in now or in the future?
Response
Count
6

11 of 20

answered question

6

skipped question

75

14. Is there anything else that you would like to share related to parks and recreation within
Montrose Township?
Response
Count
19
answered question

19

skipped question

62

Response

Response

Percent

Count

15. Are you currently a resident of Montrose Township?

Yes

90.4%

66

No

9.6%

7

answered question

73

skipped question

8

Response

Response

Percent

Count

16. How long have you lived in Montrose Township?

0-2 years

1.5%

1

3-5 years

3.0%

2

5-10 years

3.0%

2

More than 10 years

92.4%

61

answered question

66

skipped question

15

12 of 20

17. In which community do you reside?
Response
Count
7
answered question

7

skipped question

74

Response

Response

Percent

Count

18. How long have you lived in the above specified community?

a. 0-2 years

14.3%

1

b. 3-5 years

0.0%

0

c. 5-10 years

28.6%

2

d. More than 10 years

57.1%

4

answered question

7

skipped question

74

13 of 20

19. What is your age?
Response

Response

Percent

Count

0-18

0.0%

0

19-26

4.1%

3

26-34

8.1%

6

35-44

13.5%

10

45-54

17.6%

13

55-64

18.9%

14

65 and over

37.8%

28

answered question

74

skipped question

7

Response

Response

Percent

Count

20. How many people live in your household?

1

2.7%

2

2

52.7%

39

3

10.8%

8

4

20.3%

15

5 or more

13.5%

10

answered question

74

skipped question

7

14 of 20

Page 3, Q5. Please indicate whether any of these apply to your most recent visit to Barber Memorial Park:

1

Need More things for children or teens to do

Oct 7, 2013 6:15 PM

2

Could use more lighting so the park can be used in the evenings in the fall and
spring.

Sep 24, 2013 1:57 PM

3

Could support a much larger pavilion for large family gatherings.

Sep 18, 2013 10:34 AM

4

They should add a camping area and get the piece of land across the river from
the park.

Sep 15, 2013 11:14 AM

5

It is a gorgeous park.....I am so proud to live in Montrose....the fireworks were
spectacular.

Sep 11, 2013 5:32 PM

6

There should be a garbage can on the section of the path that leads to seymour
rd.

Sep 11, 2013 4:59 PM

7

Would love to have an area where my dog could chase a ball off leash.

Sep 6, 2013 10:33 AM

8

I love the walking trail at the park!! I love the bathroom too! Very nice. Thank
you. I like being able to bring my dog.

Sep 5, 2013 7:03 PM

9

It would be nice if there could be a section set aside for RV camping whether
camping with no amities, or just water hook up. For most campers staying a few
nights would not need sewer. It would be a great addition for Blueberry Festival.

Sep 5, 2013 5:53 PM

10

Usually parking is satisfactory except during the farmers market they could really
use more parking.

Sep 5, 2013 10:37 AM

11

Would like to see park gate not locked - we fish and kayak the river weekly and
have to wait for park to open or make arrangements to take out someplace else
because we cant get there before dark.

Sep 5, 2013 9:49 AM

12

Needs Camping area

Sep 5, 2013 9:17 AM

15 of 20

Page 5, Q9. Are there any other physical recreational activities that were not listed that you or other members of
your family would be interested in now or in the future?

1

No

Nov 19, 2013 9:16 PM

2

Swimming area would be nice if the water was safe!

Nov 19, 2013 8:42 PM

3

I don't play sports - but I watch my grandchildren.

Nov 19, 2013 8:40 PM

4

No

Nov 19, 2013 4:28 PM

5

More bicycle paths or trails

Nov 19, 2013 4:10 PM

6

NO

Oct 21, 2013 9:23 AM

7

none

Sep 23, 2013 7:39 PM

8

Shuffleboard

Sep 18, 2013 7:55 PM

9

sliding

Sep 15, 2013 11:29 AM

10

Installation of a splash pad facility similar to the one installed in Grand Blanc's
BiCentennial Park.

Sep 10, 2013 11:46 AM

11

Dog Park

Sep 5, 2013 7:06 PM

12

Some of the activities listed would be great, just now all in one park. If you had
bikes, people & skateboard/rollerblading on one path it would be dangerous.
There is a golf course in the twp so no need for one in the park.

Sep 5, 2013 6:01 PM

13

Camping

Sep 5, 2013 2:02 PM

14

Camping. Also Areas Just For Tents Would, Be nice.

Sep 5, 2013 9:20 AM

15

campground would be nice

Sep 4, 2013 3:54 AM
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Page 6, Q11. Are there any other recreational facilities that were not listed that you believe are needed within
Montrose Township?

1

No

Nov 19, 2013 9:18 PM

2

No

Nov 19, 2013 4:29 PM

3

Splash pad/park would be fun in the summer I think that would bring in others
from other areas also to use the park.

Oct 24, 2013 12:20 PM

4

NO

Oct 21, 2013 9:25 AM

5

Would love to see more for children and teens.

Oct 7, 2013 6:18 PM

6

Shuffleboard

Sep 18, 2013 7:57 PM

7

better Air

Sep 13, 2013 7:40 AM

8

I believe that a splash pad would be a great benefit to our community and one
that would be well utilized during the warm months.

Sep 10, 2013 9:47 PM

9

Camping

Sep 3, 2013 1:10 PM

Page 7, Q13. Are there any other recreational programs that were not listed that you or other members of your
family would be interested in now or in the future?

1

No

Nov 19, 2013 9:18 PM

2

No

Nov 19, 2013 4:29 PM

3

Tai Chi; massage therapy

Nov 19, 2013 4:16 PM

4

NO

Oct 21, 2013 9:26 AM

5

bring back the teen dances for blueberry fest., do more things for these teens
and they will less likey be in trouble. reach all areas not just the
atheltic....EVERYONE

Oct 7, 2013 6:19 PM

6

Camping

Sep 5, 2013 2:05 PM
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Page 8, Q14. Is there anything else that you would like to share related to parks and recreation within Montrose
Township?

1

No

Nov 19, 2013 9:18 PM

2

Things for young people - ask them!!!

Nov 19, 2013 8:54 PM

3

I think the Township does a fantastic job on maintaining the park. It really is a
lovely place.

Nov 19, 2013 8:47 PM

4

No

Nov 19, 2013 4:29 PM

5

Doing a good job.

Nov 19, 2013 4:15 PM

6

Yes, Barber Park needs more garbage containers

Nov 19, 2013 4:01 PM

7

I think Mark Emmendorfer is doing a great job as the Township supervisor and
the team he has chose to work with him is great. The ladies that work up front
and everyone in the office are always very nice when I come in. I think it would
be great to get some more recreational activities for children in the area.

Oct 24, 2013 12:22 PM

8

NO

Oct 21, 2013 9:26 AM

9

More for children and teens. Summer camps with an over night once in a while.
Ask the kids what they want....

Oct 7, 2013 6:20 PM

10

Guided tours?

Sep 26, 2013 11:52 AM

11

A community center would be a perfect touch to Montrose. If it could be open
frequently, people could come in and out to play basketball, rent out rooms for
events or classes and even just hang out. It would be a good place for
everybody to just communicate.

Sep 13, 2013 1:56 PM

12

Spend money on people that have to put up with the Dump!!!!

Sep 13, 2013 7:44 AM

13

Many municipalities are closing their facilities due to funding issues. Are we so
wealthy we can ignore the signs? Maintenance and security issues will create
budgetary constraints. Did I hear millage request? Get real! Don't indenture the
township with grandiose schemes.It's great to have a wants and desires list, but
spend your own money!

Sep 12, 2013 6:47 PM

14

Whatever you do, make sure there are funds to maintain all facilities in the
future.

Sep 12, 2013 1:22 PM

15

Lights for the park

Sep 11, 2013 5:08 PM

16

well maintained

Sep 8, 2013 4:42 PM

17

Movies in the park

Sep 5, 2013 12:25 PM

18

I think Barber Park is great. We use it for lots of activities. It would be nice if they
were able to expand and keep up the great work!

Sep 5, 2013 10:44 AM

19

I said it in the chosen answer options but I'd just like to stress that I think we
need equestrian trails, we have a lot of horse owners, myself included and no
where locally to trail ride.

Sep 5, 2013 9:01 AM
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Page 11, Q17. In which community do you reside?

1

Clio

Nov 20, 2013 7:01 AM

2

Clio

Nov 19, 2013 4:30 PM

3

Flushing

Nov 19, 2013 4:11 PM

4

City of Montrose

Sep 18, 2013 10:42 AM

5

New Lothrop, MI 48460

Sep 15, 2013 11:34 AM

6

Montrose mailing address/schools, but in Maple Grove Twp

Sep 5, 2013 4:03 PM

7

City of Montrose

Sep 5, 2013 9:17 AM
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Montrose Township Recreation Plan Update
Stakeholder Interviews – October 2013
1. Representative from Montrose Medi‐Lodge
I would love to see some more community education opportunities. Possibilities may include
fitness or aerobics classes, computer classes, cooking classes.
A pavilion and bathroom by the Veteran's Memorial would be helpful and also an honor to
those Veterans when that launches in 2014.
Barber Park is well maintained and has very nice playground equipment. The walking paths are
valued by the community and because of the openness of the design feel very safe. I think that
the boat launch and fishing area is well received.
I think that some valuable additions to the community would be a splash pad, an off‐leash dog
park, and especially an area for teens to safely congregate. An area for teens has long been
needed by the community. One suggestion would be a cement pad for in‐line skating, in‐line
hockey, and skateboarding.
2. Representative from Special Olympics/School District
Barber Park is a wonderful asset for our community. The Thursday evening Farmers' Market
was wonderful. I have heard nothing but positive comments from people in the
community. Also, some of the vendors who were not from Montrose mentioned how lucky we
are to have the park. I used the park for a Montrose/Area XIII Special Olympic event. The
facilities worked out well. I did have to schedule the event three months in advance to use the
pavilion. I see another pavilion is up and I know it will make scheduling easier for the
community.
I walk my two dogs at the park. I really appreciate the paved walkway and the bags provided for
doggy waste. I enjoy walking there myself and bring nieces and nephews there to ride their
bikes. It is great to not have to worry about traffic.
A concern that I have as a retired teacher is that the playground equipment is geared for the
very young and unsuitable for children over six. It is a very small area as well, and too many
children on it can cause a safety issue. I have seen some sport teams at the park, but feel some
activities for school age children not necessarily involved in a team sport would be great. The
last day of the Farmers' Market the vendors hosted a Trunk of Treat for children. It was
extremely popular. Several of the vendors told me they ran out of the 100 pieces of candy they
brought.
3. Representative from Veteran’s Bell Memorial Group
I am the Chairman of the Veterans Bell Memorial which will be built in Montrose Township's
Barber Memorial Park (hopefully beginning next summer). I am interested in being involved
with planning the site in the park. The park currently has many features which are well used by
the community. I know that access improvements are planned with the trail along Vienna Rd. I
have always been a proponent for moving the church at the cemetery to the park so that it may
be better utilized (currently there is no parking where it sits). One of the main uses of Barber
Park is for walking. I believe a more extensive system of trails could be built. I do NOT support a

skateboard park (several local communities have them and have had problems with security &
vandalism). The park area may be conducive to having a Frisbee golf course. I believe the park
needs a much larger pavilion than the two there currently. Possibly a summer intern from a
Michigan college could be utilized to set up summer programs for children and adults. This
would get people out of doors and using the assets the township has.
4. Representative from Farmers’ Market
My first goal would be to get the sidewalk to the park completed. I think that is a huge addition.
I like the idea of moving the church, adding bathrooms, and pavilion on top by Seymour Rd as
proposed. I think it would be nice to maybe see some local bands play occasionally. It would
bring people out to socialize at the park. Sometimes if you get too much going on, it takes away
the beauty of the park. Occasionally I like to walk the park to enjoy nature, peace and quiet.
Talking with other people, I think they feel the same way.
We have the farmers market on Thursdays which has been great for people to socialize also.
5. Representative from AYSO Soccer
The biggest issue I find with the park and recreation is that there needs to be more
“cooperation” among different groups who may be using the park at the same time. I think that
there can be a lack of parking that leads to the park being “off limits” to some groups/people
when an event may be going on.
When I think about soccer specifically, I feel that there are those who feel that the park is not
the place where it should be played. Our organization is not as large as it once was and that
means that when we are using the park for games and/or practices, there is plenty of room for
others to use the park at the same time. An example of this being an issue might be if someone
rents one of the pavilions for a Saturday that we might have wanted to have soccer games. Now,
most of our games are in the morning before noon and usually those using the pavilion are not
using it until after noon. We are told that we cannot use the park sometimes when the pavilion
is being rented. This can leave a “bad” taste in the mouths of soccer parents.
Another instance has been the new Farmer’s Market that is at the park. I think it is a wonderful
way to utilize the park, but again, we cannot even have soccer practice at the park on Thursdays
ever again because of parking and safety issues (loose balls hitting booths, etc).
I think that it is important that all people can use the park for recreation such as walking,
running, biking, playing baseball and soccer. I have heard that people are not allowed to fly kites
at the park, this is a recreational activity for people and the park with clear spaces is the perfect
location.
I’d like to see the Township get involved in activities that include the Flint River, like fishing
contests, etc. I know that Flushing has one that seems to be quite successful.
The biggest thing I feel needs to happen is more positive interaction between the different
groups that use the park and park “management.” I know that people feel that the park is
something that is funded by tax payers’ dollars and should be available for them to use.

6. Park Maintenance Manager
I would like to see some attention paid to the Flint River which runs through Barber Memorial
Park. Activities to focus on are camping, fishing, and moving an old church located in the
cemetery to the park for weddings and other events.
Perhaps focus on acquisitions along riverfront to expand riverfront activities and recreation.
7. Neighbor to Park/Trustee
I live in close proximity to the park. I appreciate the park and do not want to see the park
cluttered. With that said, some additions could include tennis courts and potentially some
kayaking along the river. Fishing piers and kayak launches could be a nice addition to the park.
Likes the bike trail that is currently being constructed also.
As additions are being made, be aware of the long term maintenance costs. Things like camping
could potentially incur long term costs that the Township is ill equipped to handle.
There is a perception that the Flint River is dirty. I do not believe this to be the case. Perhaps
promotion of the river will help to change perceptions.
I feel that there are a sufficient amount of baseball/softball fields and soccer fields.
8. Representative from Boy Scouts
I would like to see some primitive type sites set up for camping. A couple times a year the Boy
Scouts like to camp down there and it is hard to plan when we need to give the board all the
dates for the whole year at one time. We would probably use the property more if it could be
used sometimes last minute. Also I think it would be great to expand the walking path to the
south down along the river’s edge more.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources-Grants Management

COMMUNITY PARK, RECREATION, OPEN SPACE, AND
GREENWAY PLAN CERTIFICATION CHECKLIST
By Authority of Parts 19, 703 and 716 of Act 451, P.A. 1994, as amended, submission of this
information is required for eligibility to apply for grants

INSTRUCTIONS: Complete, obtain certification signatures and submit this checklist with a locally adopted recreation plan.
All recreation plans are required to meet the content and local approval standards listed in this checklist and as outlined in
the Guidelines for the Development of Community Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Plans provided by the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources (DNR). To be eligible for grant consideration, plans must be submitted to the
DNR prior to the grant application deadline with a completed checklist that has been signed by an authorized official(s) of
the local unit of government(s) submitting the plan.

PLAN INFORMATION
Name of Plan: Montrose Charter Township Parks and Recreation Master Plan 2014-2018
List the community names (including school districts) covered by
the plan
Montrose Charter Township

County
Genesee

Month and year plan adopted by the
community’s governing body
February 2014

PLAN CONTENT
INSTRUCTIONS: Please check each box to certify that the listed information is included in the final plan.
1. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
2. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
Roles of Commission(s) or Advisory Board(s)
Department, Authority and/or Staff Description and Organizational Chart
Annual and Projected Budgets for Operations, Maintenance, Capital Improvements and Recreation
Programming
Current Funding Sources
Role of Volunteers
Relationship(s) with School Districts, Other Public Agencies or Private Organizations
Regional Authorities or Trailway Commissions Only
Description of the Relationship between the Authority or Commission and the Recreation Departments of
Participating Communities
Articles of Incorporation
3. RECREATION INVENTORY
Description of Methods Used to Conduct the Inventory
Inventory of all Community Owned Parks and Recreation Facilities
Location Maps (site development plans recommended but not required)
Accessibility Assessment
Status Report for all Grant-Assisted Parks and Recreation Facilities
4. RESOURCE INVENTORY (OPTIONAL)
5. DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANNING PROCESS

Page 1 of 2

PR1924-1 (Rev. 12/26/2012)

N
PA RT M E

N AT U RA

Michigan Department of Natural Resources - Grants Management

L
R
S O U CES

DE

OF

RE

T

DNR
MI

C HIG AN

PUBLIC OUTDOOR RECREATION GRANT

POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: Montrose Charter Township
PROJECT NUMBER: CM00-352

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Community Park Development
PROJECT SCOPE: Trails, fishing, pier, canoe launch, soccer, pavilion, playscape, etc.
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

Montrose Charter Township

Mr. Mark Emmendorfer

Supervisor

Address

Telephone

139 S. Saginaw Street

810-639-2021

City, State, ZIP

Email

Montrose, MI

48457

memmendorfer@montrosetownship.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
A trust fund grant was awarded in 2009 -- this resulted in the construction of two
floating docks, a boat launch, restroom building, water and electric service,
playground, path extensions and interpretive signage. A new pavilion was constructed in
2013. The Township will be constructing a new multi-use path connecting the park to the
City of Montrose in 2014.
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POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.
See attached photos

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Yes
The Township Building & Grounds Supervisor is responsible for maintenance. Duties

No

If no, please explain.

Video cameras have been installed at the park as a preventative measure.

include daily inspections and management of maintenance activities.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Open to public year round, 7:00 am to 9:00 pm.
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Post‐Completion Self‐Certification Report
Photo Attachment
Montrose Charter Township
CM00‐352

Entrance sign along Seymour Road

Restroom facility

Pathway

Playscape, parking lot, ADA space, and barrier
free pathways
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POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT
This information required under authority of Part 19, PA 451 of 1994, as amended;
the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, 78 Stat. 897 (1964); and Part 715, of PA 451 of 1994, as amended.

GRANT TYPE:
(Please select one)

MICHIGAN NATURAL RESOURCES TRUST FUND
LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION FUND

CLEAN MICHIGAN INITIATIVE
RECREATION PASSPORT

BOND FUND

GRANTEE: Montrose Charter Township
PROJECT NUMBER: TF09-025

PROJECT TYPE: Development

PROJECT TITLE: Barber Memorial Park Improvements
PROJECT SCOPE: Fishing platforms, boat launch, restroom, playground, paths, signs
TO BE COMPLETED BY LOCAL GOVERNMENT AGENCY (GRANTEE)
Name of Agency (Grantee)

Contact Person

Title

Montrose Charter Township

Mr. Mark Emmendorfer

Supervisor

Address

Telephone

139 S. Saginaw Street

810-639-2021

City, State, ZIP

Email

Montrose, MI

48457

memmendorfer@montrosetownship.org

SITE DEVELOPMENT
Any change(s) in the facility type, site layout, or recreation activities provided?
If yes, please describe change(s).

Yes

No

Please refer to the attached boundary map. Has any portion of the project site been converted to a use
other than outdoor recreation? If yes, please describe what portion and describe use. (This would
include cell towers and any non-recreation buildings.)

Yes

No

Are any of the facilities obsolete? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is the site and all facilities accessible to persons with disabilities? If no, please explain.

Yes

No

List all additional existing development/facilities at the referenced project site. If the site is undeveloped, please
describe the present use and provide a schedule for future development, including a list of proposed facilities.
A new pavilion was constructed in 2013. The Township will be constructing a new multiuse path connecting the park to the City of Montrose in 2014.
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POST-COMPLETION SELF-CERTIFICATION REPORT (CONT’D)
SITE QUALITY
Is there a park entry sign which identifies the property or facility as a public recreation area?
If yes, please provide a photograph of the sign. If no, please explain.
See attached

Yes

No

Are the facilities and the site being properly maintained?

Yes

No

Are there any features near the site which would detract from the use and enjoyment of the site or would
pose a health or safety problem? If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is vandalism a problem at this site? If yes, explain the measures being taken to prevent or minimize vandalism.

Yes

No

Is maintenance scheduled on a regular basis? If yes, give schedule. If no, please explain.
Yes
The Township Building & Grounds Supervisor is responsible for maintenance. Duties

No

If no, please explain.

Video cameras have been installed at the park as a preventative measure.

include daily inspections and management of maintenance activities.

GENERAL
Is a Program Recognition plaque permanently displayed at the site? If yes, please provide a
photograph. (Not required for Bond Fund Grants)

Yes

No

N/A

Is any segment of the general public restricted from using the site or facilities?
(i.e. resident only, league only, boaters only, etc.) If yes, please explain.

Yes

No

Is a fee charged for use of the site or facilities? If yes, please provide fee structure.

Yes

No

What are the hours and seasons for availability of the site?
Open to public year round, 7:00 am to 9:00 pm.

Page 2 of 3

PR1944 (Rev. 06/12/2013)

Post‐Completion Self‐Certification Report
Photo Attachment
Montrose Charter Township
TF09‐025

Entrance sign along Seymour Road

Restroom facility

Pathway

Playscape, parking lot, ADA space, and barrier
free pathways

Letter of Transmittal
WT189-02
If transmitted items are not as noted, notify writer immediately.

To:

Grants Management
Michigan Department of Natural Resources
P.O. Box 30425
Lansing, MI 48909-7925

Date:

February 28, 2014

Transmitted By:

Attn:

To Whom it May Concern

RE:

Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation
Master Plan 2014-2018

X

Regular Mail

Overnight Delivery

Hand Delivered
Picked Up By:

We are transmitting

X

1

Other:

copy(s) of the following:

Certificate for Payment No.

Discs

Prints

Specs.

Contract Change Order No.

Drawings

Product Literature
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Construction Change Req. No.
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Samples

Work Orders No.

Copy of Letter

Plans

Shop Drawings

Other: Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2014-2018

For your:
X

Remarks:

Action

As Requested

Information

Review/Comment

Approval

Distribution

Records /Files

Signature

Use

On behalf of Montrose Township, we are forwarding you a copy of the approved Montrose Charter Township Parks &
Recreation Master Plan for your review and approval. A copy of this plan has also been sent to GLS Region V
Planning Commission and Genesee County for their information. Please let us know if you have any questions or
need anything further. Thank you!

Job No.

MTW6003-01D

By:

Adam Young, AICP

cc:

PW/PROJECTS/MTW6003/01D/DOCS/TRANSMIT REC MASTER PLAN DNR.DOC

25251 Northline Road
P.O. Box 10
Taylor, MI 48180
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To:

Genesee County Metro. Planning Commission
1101 Beach Street, Room 223
Flint, MI 48502-1470

Attn:

Date:

February 28, 2014

Transmitted By:

X

Regular Mail

Overnight Delivery

Hand Delivered

To Whom it May Concern

Picked Up By:
RE:

We are transmitting

X

Other:

Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation
Master Plan 2014-2018
1

copy(s) of the following:

Certificate for Payment No.
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Prints
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Contract Change Order No.

Drawings

Product Literature

Tracings
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Field Measure Plans

Samples

Work Orders No.

Copy of Letter

Plans

Shop Drawings

Other: Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2014-2018

For your:

Remarks:

Action

As Requested

Approval

Distribution

X

Information

Review/Comment

Records /Files

Signature

Use

As is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and on behalf of Montrose Township, we are
forwarding you a copy of the approved Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan for your
information and files.
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MTW6003-01D

By:

Adam Young, AICP

cc:

PW/PROJECTS/M/MTW6003/01D/DOCS/TRANSMIT REC MASTER PLAN GENESEE CO.DOC
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To:

GLS Region V Planning & Dev. Commission
1101 Beach Street, Room 223
Flint, MI 48502-1470

Attn:

Date:

February 28, 2012

Transmitted By:

To Whom it May Concern

X

Regular Mail

Overnight Delivery

Hand Delivered
RE:

We are transmitting

X

Picked Up By:

Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation
Master Plan 2014-2018
1

Other:

copy(s) of the following:

Certificate for Payment No.

Discs

Prints

Specs.

Contract Change Order No.

Drawings

Product Literature

Tracings

Construction Change Req. No.

Field Measure Plans

Samples

Work Orders No.

Copy of Letter

Plans

Shop Drawings

Other: Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan 2014-2018

For your:

Remarks:

Action

As Requested

Approval

Distribution

X

Information

Review/Comment

Records /Files

Signature

Use

As is required by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources, and on behalf of Montrose Township, we are
forwarding you a copy of the approved Montrose Charter Township Parks & Recreation Master Plan for your
information and files.

Job No.

MTW6003-01D

By:

Adam Young, AICP

cc:

PW/PROJECTS/M/MTW6003/01D/DOCS/TRANSMIT REC MASTER PLAN GLS COMMISSION.DOC

25251 Northline Road
P.O. Box 10
Taylor, MI 48180
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